
Ka thle e
c olum n

Se pte m b

V
e xc lusive
c ond ition
se niorsa
a d v-ve te

A
ra ting b a
re a c he sa
tha tthe i
a nothe r
Se c urity.
w hoha d

Z
fa ste st g
“une m pl
b e ne fic ia
pa rtic ula
w a s first
e xte nd e d
c ontrove
old e rpe r
tove te ra

M
une m plo
ve te ra ns
ve te ra ns
c ond ition
c olle c tin
PTSD m i
Vie tna m
the pa st—

T
sc ie nc e ,
H ow e ve r
m orta lity

A
inc e ntive
re c e iving
toc ha ng

E

LEGAL
n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

e r21,2014 Ra nksofune m ploya b le ve ts
swe lle d b yse niors

e te ra ns Ad m inistra tion (VA) b e ne fits a re pa rt of a c om ple x syste m tha t inc lud e s b e ne fits
ly for se niors (pe nsion) a nd for those g e ne ra lly young e r ve te ra ns w ith se rvic e c onne c te d
s (c om pe nsa tion). The LA Times re c e ntly re porte d on a b e ne fittha tse e m s to b e a va ila b le to
nd young e rve te ra ns,the “ind ivid ua lune m ploya b ility” b e ne fit.(w w w .la tim e s.c om /na tion/la -na -
ra n-une m ploya b ility-20140907-story.htm l).

ve te ra n w ho is a w a rd e d c om pe nsa tion b e ne fits d ue to a se rvic e c onne c te d injury re c e ive s a
se d upon the m ix ofc ond itions pre se nte d a nd ve rifie d . Ifthe d isa b ility ra ting ofa ve te ra n
c e rta in thre shold ,usua lly60% or70% ,the n the ym a yb e d e e m e d une m ploya b le ifitisd e c id e d

rd isa b ilitie s a re too se ve re to a llow the ve te ra n to w ork. Be ing c la ssifie d une m ploya b le a d d s
$1,100 to $1,900 to the ve te ra n’sm onthly d isa b ility pa y (ta x fre e m one y) ofte n on top ofSoc ia l

The a rtic le b y Ala n Za re m b o b e g insw ith a n e xa m ple ofa 90 ye a rold m a n,no long e rw orking ,
hism onthlyinc om e inc re a se d to$3,000 a sa re sultofb e ing d e c la re d une m ploya b le .

a re m b o points outtha tse nior c itize ns ha ve m a d e the ind ivid ua l une m ploya b ility b e ne fitthe
row ing portion of the VA d isa b ility syste m . Gove rnm e nt d a ta shows tha t the num b e r of
oya b le ” ve te ra ns ha s inc re a se d to 321,451, ne a rly tripling sinc e 2000; 56 pe rc e nt of the
rie s a re a tle a st65 ye a rs old ,a nd e le ve n pe rc e nta re 80 a nd old e r. The a nnua l c ostofthis
rportionofthe VA syste m b e ne fitscostsa tle a st$4 b illion.Althoug h the une m ploya b ilityb e ne fit
introd uc e d in 1934 whe n Soc ia l Se c urity d id note xist,itw a s in 1945 tha tthe b e ne fitw a s
to ve te ra ns of a ll a g e s, not just those w ho w a nte d to w ork b ut c ould not. M uc h of the

rsy surround ing this b e ne fita nd the inc lusion ofse niors re volve s a round the fa c ttha tm a ny
sonsstillwork orstillw a ntto work.Ad voc a c yg roupsa tta c k a nya tte m ptsa ta g e c a psa sunfa ir
nsw how a nttoke e pw orking b utd isa b ilitypre ve ntsthe m from d oing so.

ost e le c te d offic ia ls d o not se e m c onc e rne d a b out the c ost of g iving old e r ve te ra ns the
ya b ility ra ting re g a rd le ss ofthe inc re a se d c ostto the syste m . Se tting lim its m ig htd isc oura g e
from se e king he lp,e ve n ifsom e a re old e ra nd no long e rw orking . Sinc e m a ny ofthe d isa b le d
a re from the Vie tna m w a re ra ,som e old e rve te ra nsw ho la te rd e ve lope d sym ptom sofc om m on
stha ta re pre sum e d se rvic e c onne c te d d ue to e xposure to Ag e ntOra ng e ,m ig htnotha ve b e e n

g c om pe nsa tion form a ny ye a rs b uta re now ve ry d isa b le d . Som e “hid d e n” d isa b ilitie ssuc h a s
g htha ve a ffe c te d the ire a rning pote ntia lform a nyye a rspre viously.Joe M e re d ith,w hose rve d in
a nd now w orkshe lping ve te ra nsob ta ind isa b ilityb e ne fitsse e sita sa w a yto“rig htthe w rong sof

a d ra ftsyste m b ia se d a g a instthe und e rc la ssa nd poortre a tm e nta fte rthe w a r.”

he Gove rnm e ntAc c ounta b ilityOffic e (GAO) re portfrom 2006 ind ic a te stha t“the c urre ntsta te of
te c hnolog y,m e d ic ine a nd the la b orm a rke t” is notre fle c te d in the VA c om pe nsa tion prog ra m .
, a nothe r stud y for the VA found tha t ve te ra ns in the une m ploya b le c a te g ory ha d a hig he r
ra te tha nothe rve tsw ith sim ila rd isa b ilityra ting s.

lthoug h this prog ra m c ould c re a te a n issue w he re young e rd isa b le d ve te ra ns w illnotha ve a n
not to w ork, it a ppe a rs tha t the syste m is w orking in g e ne ra l, a nd the ve te ra ns w ho a re
the ind ivid ua lune m ploya b ility b e ne fita re d e se rving ofit.In a ny e ve nt,thisb e ne fitisunlike ly

e inthe fore se e a b le future ,w hic h isg ood ne w sforve te ra nswhoa re the b e ne fic ia rie s.
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